
Class 3 – Spring Term Newsletter 

 

The children have settled back into the routine of school well and are proving to 

be as conscientious as ever! 

 

Our novel this term is Journey to the River Sea by Eva Ibbotson. It is about a 

young girl’s adventures in the Amazon. We have only read a few chapters but the 

story line as already ‘grabbed us’. The children have their own copies of the 

novel and will be able to bring them home to share with you. 

 

We have started a new initiative in maths called Numeracy Ninja. We currently 

do 30 ‘Early Work’ questions every morning and have replaced several of these 

sessions with Numeracy Ninja booklets. The children’s scores earn them 

different coloured belts – they appear to be enjoying this challenge. If you wish 

to see what they are up to, check out the website: www.numeracyninjas.org 

 

The term’s topic is the Amazon Rainforest, which I shall be teaching to all of KS2. 

Miss Flynn is teaching ‘Changing Materials’ in Science. PE lessons will be very 

exciting this term. The children are swimming on a Friday afternoon and will be 

cycling in morning. Combining this with cross-country running and we may have 

some triathletes of the future! In addition to all this exercise: the PE session on 

Thursday and the club, led by the coach, is hockey. 

 

In addition to the ‘junk’ we have been collecting for the Recycled Orchestra 

workshop on Tuesday (24/1), I am looking for old ties. We will be using them to 

create snakes for Class 3’s corridor, which is being turned into an Amazon 

rainforest as we speak. 

 

Homework is not being set on a specific day at the moment, which I hope is not 

causing any problems. I always tell the children when I want the work to be 

handed in and give them ample time. Children are given merits for the effort they 

put into homework and not necessarily the correct answers. We have a merit 

bonanza every few weeks or so when children add up their rewards. 

 

We have a very good spelling computer program at school called Lexia. The 

current demands of the Y5/6 curriculum are such that I don’t find it easy to fit 

this in. Consequently, Class 3 children may come into school at 8.45am if they 

think this extra spelling practice will be of benefit. 

 

The school snails are somewhat bigger than the previous incumbents but are 

now ready for weekends away with you all! Please let me know if you are able to 

babysit the snails – I didn’t want to send them home without an invitation. 

 

I am available every morning to discuss any issues you may have; I am also 

contactable by phone: 01388 537332 or email 

l.haynes100@durhamlearning.net. 

 

Kind regards, 

Miss Haynes 


