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Welcome Back:  We hope that everyone had an enjoyable break and that you all found some sunshine 

somewhere. Thanks to those of you who sent postcards to school - £6 has been donated to school fund. 

 

New Starters 

We would like to welcome the following children to our school: 

 

Rowan Greaves Bubb 

Jack Dent 

Lilly Bousfield 

Kyle Dalton 

Patrick Lea 

 

  

I am sure that they will have a happy and fruitful time at St. John’s Chapel Primary School.  

 

OUR CURRICULUM 

 

New Topics This Term 
Our creative curriculum has been very successful so far and gives us greater flexibility to encourage 

independent learning. 

This term’s topics are; 

 Key Stage 2 –  A peep into Europe                                  Key Stage 1 –Katie Morag /Scotland 

                         North American Indians                                                 Forces 

                         Keeping Healthy                                                                        

 

Key Stage 1   

Our Curriculum dictates that we make use of our outdoor environment despite the weather. If you have a child 

in Class 1 please ensure that they have warm, waterproof clothes, whatever the weather! 

 

Swimming  
All children in class 2 and class 3 will be swimming on Friday mornings this half of term. The bus will leave 

shortly after 9 each Friday so it is important that children are punctual and have their kit with them so as not to 

delay the start of the lesson. We would also like to remind you that all children (girls and boys) need a 

swimming hat; these can be purchased from the swimming teacher at a cost of £1. Beach type swimwear is not 

permitted in the pool – girls should have one piece swimming costumes and boys should wear proper 

swimming trunks not bermudas. 

 

FISCH 
All Key Stage 2 children ( year 3 to year 6) will be involved in a health related fitness programme this term, run 

by County Durham and the NHS, called FISCH ( Family Initiative Supporting Children’s Health). There will 

also be an after school club attached to this. You should have received a consent form for this; please contact 

school if not. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REMINDERS: 

 

Batteries 
Don’t forget that we are still collecting batteries for recycling and that you can dispose of your batteries safely 

through this facility. 

 

Dinner Money 
This is to remind those of you who wish to pay by cheque to make it payable to Durham County Council and to 

write your address on the reverse.  You can also pay half termly, termly or any number of weeks in advance. 

Parents of children in Class 1 no longer need to pay for their children’s dinner and should not send any money!  

 

Fruit Money 

As usual at the beginning of each term we need to collect £5 per term for fruit. Mrs Oliphant needs this as soon 

as possible as it is paid into the School Budget to cover payment of invoices. Again children in Class 1 receive 

free fruit and no payment is necessary. 

 

 School Uniform 
It is nice to see all of the children smartly turned out and wearing their school uniform, this not only looks good 

on the class photographs that are taken each year but also helps us to identify the children when they are on 

school outings.    Please write names on all items of clothing. Getting children to recognise their lost property 

has become far too time consuming and personal responsibility is an important aspect of the Citizenship 

curriculum. Name labels can be ordered from the uniform supplier and are free to new starters. 

 
Indoor Shoes: ~  We hope to maintain the 100% success rate that you achieved last year in providing children 

with indoor shoes; preferably black plimsolls. It took a long time to get the school fully carpeted and we try to 

keep them as clean as possible. 

 

Letters home 
This is also a good time to remind everybody of the importance of checking both children’s bags for letters 

home and also the school web page where copies of letters are available to download. Dates are also placed on 

the website. 

  
OTHER NEWS 
 

Breakfast Club 
The Breakfast Club runs each day from 7.45am until 8.45am and costs £2.00 per session to be paid in advance 

on a weekly basis.  Booking forms are available from the school office.  Cereal, toast and fruit juice is on offer 

and suitable activities to keep the children occupied until they join the other children in the school yard at 

8.45am. 

 

Cycling 
One or two people may have heard that during the holidays two members of staff ( Mrs Oliphant and Mrs Evea) 

decided to cycle the 140 mile C2C. The main purposes for this were social and recreation – it was not a school 

event. However Mrs Oliphant did put a sponsor form in the Chatterbox Café in order to raise money for the 

Alzheimer’s Society. There have been one or two donations from parents which is very kind but can we stress 

that this is not for school fund. 

 

Blue Bell Leek Club 
This Saturday (6th) is the 20th anniversary of the Blue Bell Leek Club Show. All children are invited to enter the 

children’s classes which are: 

 

• An unusual vegetable 

• 4 fairy cakes 

Entries should be at the Barrington hall by 1 pm on Saturday for judging. 

 

 



Some dates for your calendar: 

 

SEPTEMBER 

5th  – swimming starts for KS2 children 

12th – FISCH programme starts 

15th – 19th Class 3 at Howtown 

25th – Mrs Merrett, Wolsingham HT, to visit Y6 children 

30th – parents evening 

 

OCTOBER 

8th – autumn celebration assembly (2 pm provisionally) 

20th – Class 3 Interfaith day 

24th – Class 1 to Northern Ballet 

 

HALF TERM 

 

DECEMBER 

16th – church service 

 

 

No doubt this list will grow and may be subject to alteration – watch the website. 

 

 

Best Wishes 

 

K. Evea and staff 

 


